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Server software
requirements
Server requirements for extensions installation.

Joomla
Joomla version 4 or higher. 

PHP version
          PHP 7.4 or later

MySQL server
          MySQL version 6.0 or later (we recommend the very latest stable release)

Web server
          Any web server daemon - such as Apache, Nginx or IIS, which is fully compatible with the
required PHP configuration.

Recommended PHP settings

Apache server settings

max_execution_time:"100"     
max_input_time: "100"     
magic_quotes_gpc: "Off" 
memory_limit: "10M" 
file_uploads: "On"
upload_max_filesize: "12M"
short_open_tag: On     
php_short_tags: On   

http://www.php.net/releases/
http://dev.mysql.com/downloads/mysql/


If you have mod_security installed on your apache web server, please ensure that these rules are
disabled:

<IfModule mod_security2.c>
    SecRuleRemoveById 222390
    SecRuleRemoveById 218500
    SecRuleRemoveById 980140
    SecRuleRemoveById 959100
    SecRuleRemoveById 953100
</IfModule>



New Installation
Website Domain
The site where a component has been installed should be installed in domain or sub-domain ( a
root of the site), otherwise, some images may be not displayed e.g. map markers. 

Install on Domain/Subdomain rather than the directory:

www.site.com/mysite  WRONG

www.site.com  CORRECT 

www.mysite.site.com  CORRECT 

Installation
We recommended using the newest stable release of Joomla version.

If you have already downloaded the extension, unzip it first to a temporary directory. You will see
two packages:

com_jomcomdev.zip (main framework)
com_jomdirectory.zip (JomDirectory extension)

Both packages need to be installed but be sure to install com_jomcomdev.zip first

The easiest way to install the extensions is by using the Upload Package File option. Just click on
the Choose File button, and locate the extension.

Once you've selected the correct file, click Upload File and Install. Joomla will then automatically
extract and install the extension for you.

Installing from directory
From time to time you may find that the Upload Package File option is having a bad day (there's
always a reason). If you find yourself in this position, you can either troubleshoot and fix the
problem, or you can use the other option Joomla provides to install an extension: Install From
Directory. To use of this option, you'll need FTP access, or another file access and transfer



protocol. Your hosting provider will be able to give you the information you need in order to gain
FTP access to your web files. Once you have FTP access, you'll need to upload the zipped extension
into the public directory of your Joomla website (generally called public_html).

From here, just provide Joomla with the file location of the extension under Install From
Directory, and again Joomla will extract and install the extension for you.

Remember to install both packages.

com_jomcomdev.zip (main framework)
com_jomdirectory.zip (jomdirectory extension)

Creating Administration Menu Links
Go to the System -> Administrator modules and insert new. Than choose Administrator Menu. From
the presets, select Comdev and place it under menu position. Do the same for the JomDirectory

Image not found or type unknown

.htaccess file
These are step-by-step instructions. Please follow them in the order they are presented here. If a
step fails, do not continue until you have solved the problem.

1. Rename the file "htaccess.txt"  in your Joomla!'s base folder to ".htaccess" .
2. This step may not be necessary. Open .htaccess  in a text editor. Uncomment RewriteBase /

(remove the first character, #). If Joomla is installed in its own folder, the enter the Joomla
folder name after the backslash. e.g. RewriteBase /yourjoomlafolder .

3. Log on to your Back-end and open the Global Configuration.
4. Enable the Search Engine Friendly URLs option and Save. This option converts the

URLs from the native Joomla! format to the SEF format.
5. Enable the Use Apache mod_rewrite/URL rewriting option and Save. This option uses

the Apache mod_rewrite function to eliminate the "index.php" portion of the URL.
(Note:This can in some circumstances stop your Joomla front end working, if it does set
back to No)

6. If you think it's necessary, enable Add suffix to URLs and Save. This option adds .html
to the end of URLs. There are different opinions on whether this is necessary or even
useful. Search engines do not seem to care if your URLs end in .html  or not.



7. Open the Plugin Manager and enable the System - SEF plugin. This plugin adds SEF
support to links in your Joomla articles. It operates directly on the HTML and does not
require a special tag.

I have problem installing...
Because Extensions is actually quite an advanced componenst, the size of the installer exceeds
2mb which is the default configuration that is set by most hosting companies. If you have problems
installing, you might want to try to contact your hosting provider.

If your hosting provider allows you to override the php settings by adding a php.ini file in your
document root, containing the following block of code.

upoad_max_filesize = 12M
post_max_size = 12M
memory_limit = 32M
max_execution_time = 120



Upgrade
Overview

It is essential to always maintain a backup of your site and data before proceeding with any
updates, including upgrading a plug-in or extension. However, the process of upgrading a plug-in is
very similar to that of performing a fresh installation.

To download newest version of the extension, please got to https://comdev.eu login to
Support/My Account -> Orders -> Click on Order Number than button with download e.g. for
JomDirectory it will be jomdirectory-J5_UNZIP_FIRST.zip

Once you have downloaded the latest version of the extension to your
computer, you can simply follow the same steps outlined in the New
Installation guide.

Before proceeding with this upgrade, it is crucial to create a complete backup of your
website to prevent any potential data loss or issues. This ensures that, in case anything goes
wrong during the upgrade, you can restore your site to its previous state. If you are unsure
how to create a full backup, it is highly recommended to reach out to your hosting provider
for assistance. They can guide you through the process or even perform the backup on your
behalf.

https://comdev.eu
https://wiki.comdev.eu/uploads/images/gallery/2024-09/xGzobraz.png
https://wiki.comdev.eu/books/installation-requirements-language/page/new-installation
https://wiki.comdev.eu/books/installation-requirements-language/page/new-installation


If you're already using an older version of the extension, there's no need to worry about manually
removing or replacing files. The Joomla installer is designed to handle the upgrade process
seamlessly. When you upload the new version through the installer, it will automatically overwrite
the outdated files and make any necessary updates to the associated database tables. This
ensures that your extension is upgraded efficiently, without the risk of losing important data or
configurations from your previous version. However, having a backup in place is always a smart
precaution in case anything unexpected occurs during the update process.

Upgrading to a newer version will not delete any existing data.



QuickStart Installation
QuickStart Package

The whole process is very easy to run, treating it like a normal installation of Joomla 4 environment,
already containing Joomla Template, Extension, Modules and Plugins used in the project, their
respective settings, content, positioning of modules and menus assignment, exactly how you can
enjoy on our demo.

Please notice that demo content should not be used on a production site, real data should be
inserted instead.

Installation steps
An installation of the  Quickstart package is a really simple process

Go to your new host and create a database. If your host has a cPanel, this can be done using the
database wizard. If you aren't sure how to create a database, please contact your Joomla hosting
company.

Write down the name, username and password for the new database. You will need it during the
installation process.

Unzip jomdirectory_quickstart.zip and Upload USING BINARY MODE Joomla files to you new EMPTY
hosting space. There cannot be another Joomla install in the hosting space you upload it to.
Unpacking the files will overwrite any existing Joomla files.

Now to go your URL: www.yourwebsiteURL.com and follow the directions. If your host is not yet set
up with your live URL, contact your hosting company to find out the temporary URL you should use
to view the site.

Tips during installation:

QuickStart is only available for the Business Plan Subscribers.

Please use FTP BINARY mode when transferring files.



Note when you put in the database info, they ask for username first, and database name after.

If the system cannot read your database, go back and verify the username and password.

Do NOT enable the FTP feature during the process. Just click next when you get to that screen.

Using FTP rename htaccess.txt to .htaccess (with a dot in front) file or turn off URL rewriting in
Joomla. If you encounter an error when accessing site, edit .htaccess and comment out the line:
#Options +FollowSymLinks 

That's it after installation you can safely delete installation folder and access the site with
credentials setup during installation.

Download and Update both extensions when Quickstart installation is done.
Quickstart is being updated periodically!



Multilingual Site
Overview
Basically, transforming an existing Joomla website into a Joomla multilanguage website
is nothing more than duplicating your content (categories, articles, menus, menu items,
modules) and assigning all this to a separate language.

As alternative you can use 3'rd party extensions like Falang or JomFish.

Install your language pack
Since we want Joomla to generate language-specific strings on our site (and even on our backend if
we want to), we first have to install one or more language packs. (After installation, the new
language will appear under Extensions > Language Manager. It shows up both under the tabs 
Installed – Site and Installed – Administrator). For more information on installing language packs,
check out https://docs.joomla.org/J3.x:Setup_a_Multilingual_Site/Installing_New_Language.

Filter a specific language
By enabling functionality to filter a specific language, we can ask Joomla to discover the language
that’s been used in the browser of our visitor. In that way, Joomla will automatically provide the
visitor with his preferred language. This is the case whenever there’s a match between the browser
settings language of the visitor and one of the languages that’s installed in our Joomla website. If
there’s no match, the visitor will be shown the default language.

Extensions > Plug-in Manager > click System – Language Filter
Status: Enabled
Menu associations: Yes
Click Save & Close

Before you start, disable or clear your cache to ensure JomDirectory using the latest data.
Finally, if you use any SEO plugins (JoomSEF, Sh404SEF, SEOSimple, MijoSEF) 

Your language means e.g. Spanish, French or whatever language you are using. These
steps need to be followed for every new language you configure.

https://docs.joomla.org/J3.x:Setup_a_Multilingual_Site/Installing_New_Language


Enable second language for JomDirectory 
Assuming that you already have an English categories (language also set to English), duplicate
category (Save as copy) and edit it's details. Go to Publishing tab and sets desired language than
Save. Do that for every category. 

Do the same for the Custom fields and Listings. If necessary also Addresses and
Reviews.

Duplicate menu
We need to duplicate our current menu, so menus are available for each one of the installed
languages. First, we assign the current menu to the English language.

Menus > Menu Manager > click the checkbox of the current menu
Click edit
Title: English
Menu type: english
Description: English language menu
Click Save & Close

Now create Your's language menu.
Click New
Title: French
Menu type: french
Description: French language menu
Click Save & Close

Duplicate JomDirectory menu items
Since we created a separate menu for each language, we need to duplicate our menu items as
well. By default, the current menu items are set to the language All. First, assign them to the
English menu.

Click Menu Items

When a visitor to your site is looking at your English listings, by switching to the another
language (see A Language Switch Module), Joomla will know that you still want to see the
Directory Listing, but in a different language. (If you don’t use menu item associations,
Joomla will send the user to the homepage which is not exactly something we want to
happen.)



Click Check All
Set Language: English
Click Process

Now duplicate the menu items and assign them to the Your's language menu.

Click Check All
Set Language: French
Select Menu or Parent for Move/Copy: French Add to this menu and click Copy
Click Process

Duplicate the menu placeholders
Now that the menus and menu items are generated for both languages, we need a menu module
to publish them on the site. We first assign the English menu to the current menu module.

Extensions > Module Manager > click your current menu
Title: English menu
Language: English
Module Assignment: to clear all checkboxes click No pages
Module Assignment: Only on the pages selected
On the English tab below check all boxes
Select Menu: English
Click Save

Now duplicate this menu module and assign it to the French menu.
Click Save as Copy
Title: French menu
Status: Published
Language: French
Module Assignment: to clear all checkboxes click No pages
Module Assignment: Only on the pages selected
On the French tab below check all boxes
Select Menu: French
Click Save & Close 

A language switcher module

JomDirectory Items link needs to be duplicated for each language. More about creating
menu links can be found here

https://wiki.comdev.eu/books/jomdirectory/page/menu-items


We want to provide our visitors a way so they can switch to another language. To accomplish this,
we’re going to publish the language switcher module. This module uses a dropdown to switch
languages, but you can also use little clickable icon flags.

Click New
Click Language Switcher
Title: Language Switcher
Position: select the position where you want the icon flags to show up on the
page
Click Save & Close



Languge Files
Overview
Our Extensions uses native Joomla language procedures. 

Translate example - JomDirectory
We have created an installation package that can be translated and adapted to any language.

com_jomdirectory_en-GB.zip

Here is a procedure to translate the extension and create a
language pack:

Unpack the files
To translate extension into any language file jomdirectory_en_GB.zip needs to be downloaded (link
above) and unpacked to some temporary directory. Structure of the folders will looks like this:

Please notice that file version is 6.1. While you are reading there can be the newest version.

https://wiki.comdev.eu/attachments/2
https://wiki.comdev.eu/uploads/images/gallery/2024-03/rQmobraz.png


These are the folders containing translations for the extensions and modules. The last file is the
installation file.

Changes files names to new language
If we would like to translate e.g. into German we would need change all the names from en_GB to
de_DE accordingly:

Translate all phrases inside files
We need to translate all the phrases in the files, these are in double quotes e.g:

COM_JOMCOMDEV_HOME_CATEGORIES="Kategorien"

Edit installation file
After translation is done, edit jomdirectory_de_de_language_pack xml and change all names
accordingly:

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8"?>
 <extension type="file" version="2.5" method="upgrade">
 <name>JomDirectory Sprachpaket Deutsch</name>
 <version>2.5.0</version>
 <creationDate></creationDate>
 <author>AUTHOR</author>
 <authorEmail>YOUR EMAIL</authorEmail>
 <authorUrl></authorUrl>
 <copyright>Copyright (C) 2011 Comdev. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.</copyright>
 <license>http://www.gnu.org/licenses/gpl-2.0.html GNU/GPL</license>
 <description>JomDirectory Sprachpaket Deutsch</description>
 <fileset>
 <!-- Admin jomdirectory component language folder -->
 <files folder="com_jomdirectory/admin" target="administrator/language/de-DE">
 <filename>index.html</filename>
 <filename>de-DE.com_jomdirectory.ini</filename>
 <filename>de-DE.com_jomdirectory.sys.ini</filename>
 </files>
 <!-- Admin jomcomdev component language folder -->
 <files folder="com_jomcomdev/admin" target="administrator/language/de-DE">
 <filename>index.html</filename>
 <filename>de-DE.com_jomcomdev.ini</filename>
 <filename>de-DE.com_jomcomdev.sys.ini</filename>



Please make sure to insert your email:

for further updates. As seen above all en_GB has been changed to de_DE.

Zip package
The last step is to zip all files and create a new file: jomdirectory_de_DE.zip

Test package
Now go to your Joomla and install package, if everything goes right component will be translated,
upload it on the Forum in Localizations

If any errors?
It is worth to turn on language debug under Joomla to check if any language errors occur and need
to be corrected. These will be visible under the page flashing on red, also, lines will be provided in

 </files>
 <!-- Site jomdirectory language folder -->
 <files folder="com_jomdirectory/site" target="components/com_jomdirectory/language/de-DE">
 <filename>index.html</filename>
 <filename>de-DE.com_jomdirectory.ini</filename>
 </files>
 <!-- Site jomcomdev language folder -->
 <files folder="com_jomcomdev/site" target="components/com_jomcomdev/language/de-DE">
 <filename>index.html</filename>
 <filename>de-DE.com_jomcomdev.ini</filename>
 </files>
 <!-- modules language files -->
 <files folder="mod_jomdirectory_items" target="language/de-DE">
 <filename>index.html</filename>
 <filename>de-DE.mod_jomdirectory_items.ini</filename>
 <filename>de-DE.mod_jomdirectory_items.sys.ini</filename>
 </files>
 <files folder="mod_jomdirectory_search" target="language/de-DE">
 <filename>index.html</filename>
 <filename>de-DE.mod_jomdirectory_search.ini</filename>
 </files>
 </fileset>
 </extension>

 <authorEmail>YOUR EMAIL</authorEmail>

http://comdev.eu/forum/12-localization


which error occurs.
The most common error is enclosed double quotes e.g: COM_JOMCOMDEV_HOME_CATEGORIES="
Kategorien

Unicode UTF8 Compatibility

Please see the Joomla documentation on the link below for more information on Joomla language
files.

http://docs.joomla.org/Creating_a_language_definition_file

For technical information about this topic see:

2.6 Encoding Schemes

http://www.unicode.org/versions/Unicode5.0.0/ch02.pdf

and

http://stackoverflow.com/questions/2223882/whats-different-between-utf-8-and-utf-8-without-bom

Language files have to be saved with the encoding UTF8 NO BOM.

http://docs.joomla.org/Creating_a_language_definition_file
http://www.unicode.org/versions/Unicode5.0.0/ch02.pdf
http://stackoverflow.com/questions/2223882/whats-different-between-utf-8-and-utf-8-without-bom


Smart Search
Overview
Search technology has improved considerably over the years since Joomla was first launched and
yet the standard, basic search component has not changed much over that time. It is still very
crude and lacks the kind of search features that web users have come to expect, especially given
the prevalence of advanced search engines such as Google. Smart Search allows you to
incorporate some of those more advanced search features into your website.

To start using the Smart Search feature, click Components > Smart Search.

Ensure that instead of standard search module you use Smart Search Module pre-installed with
Joomla.

Indexing pages using Smart Search
component
For all the pages created on the site to be part of the search results or be indexed, indexing needs
to be done consistently. 

Provide the values or options based on the information given in the following table.

Index Click to index all the newly created pages on the site.

Publish Publish the indexed content

Unpublish Unpublish the indexed content

Delete Delete the indexed content

Purge Permanently erase the indexed content



Statistics Click to view the linking statistics of the indexed items.
Image not found or type unknown

Ensure that JomDirectory Smart Search plugin is present and enabled under Plugins. Otherwise
component content won't be found.

Search Filters
You can create search filters that customized to your search requirements. 

To create a new search filter, click New.

Editing a Search Filter

For editing a search filter, information on multiple tabs needs to be provided.

Edit Filter tab
Provide the value as described in the following table.

Title Provide a name for the search filter.

Alias Provide an alias for the filter.

Map Count Auto populated field

Search criteria Select the search criteria as per your requirement.
Search All
Search by Author
Search by Category
Search by Language
Search by Type



Status Select the required status
Published
Unpublished

Filter Timeline tab
Provide the options as described in the following table.

When (Start Date) Select the time period from the following options.
None
Before
Exactly
After

Start Date Select a start date.

When (End Date) Select the time period from the following options.
None
Before
Exactly
After

End Date Select an end date.



PayPal Configuration
How do I create REST API credentials?
Here's how:

1. Log in to the PayPal Developer Portal using the same credentials you use for PayPal.
2. Select Dashboard.
3. Click Create App under REST API apps. Any previously created REST API apps will appear

in the table under the Create App button.
4. Enter the name of your REST API app in the App Name field, and select a Sandbox

developer account to associate with your account.
Note: Remember that you can't use a Live credit card in Sandbox, and you can't use a
test credit card in your Live account.

5. Request permissions for REST API features that apply to your integration, such as:

Invoicing API
PayPal Here
Subscriptions
PayPal payments
Log In with PayPal
Direct credit cards
Future Payments
Payouts

To request access to the following features in the Live environment, select the Enable options as
shown in the following screen. After you click Enable, your choices undergo a vetting process that
can take up to two or three business days.

1. Once your Live and Sandbox REST API credentials are created, including Client ID and
Secret, click the Sandbox and Live buttons to switch between each set of credentials.

Notes:

You should be able to complete transactions in the Live environment right away.
Both environments use the same URL. Only the REST API credentials (Client ID and Secret)
tell you which environment you're in.
Don't share your Live REST API credentials with anyone.

Add your new credentials

https://developer.paypal.com
https://www.paypal.com


Go to Joomla Plugins than find Comdev PayPal Plugin, enter given credentials created in previous
point. Switch Live or Sandbox.


